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Our Towns & Schools

RHINEBECK - Chancellor Livingston
Elementary School fourth-grade stu-
dents recently took to the woods for an
“Outdoor Human Engineering” experi-
ence.

The interdisciplinary field trip to
Camp Ramapo in Rhinebeck, instituted
by the school’s physical education de-
partment, was in partnership with the
Rhinebeck Science Foundation. The trip
incorporated science, technology, engi-
neering, the arts, mathematics and
physical education into hands-on learn-
ing activities at the 250-acre campus,
which includes Sepasco Lake and the
surrounding wooded trails.

Following months of planning, devel-
oping curriculum and grant writing with
the director of Ramapo Retreats, Noel
Delgado, an RSF grant was awarded to
the school’s physical educators, Kevin
Yarnell and Ryan Edson, to fund the cost
of the field trip, according to a statement
from organizers.

The fourth graders learned about
team building and hands-on problem
solving at Camp Ramapo, said Kyla
Hart, an RSF board member.

“It was a delight to see the kids work-
ing together to build wigwams in the
woods,” she said. 

Students also learned about local
history, facts about the Sepasco Native
American tribe and practiced skills,
such as communication, collaboration,
creativity and problem-solving. 

To align with the Common Core state
standards for English language arts,
students were asked to write a reflection
on the field trip to help them process
and internalize their experiences when
they arrived back at their classroom.

“It’s wonderful when we are able to
partner CLS with outside organizations
in an effort to promote STEAM pro-

gramming that is directly related to our
curriculum while, at the same time, pro-
viding hands-on, collaborative activ-
ities that bring our staff and students
together around cooperative problem
solving,” said Chancellor Livingston
Principal Brett King.

Delgado said students on a field trip
“learn beyond the subject matter and
see themselves as part of a bigger
world” and that the experience exposes
them to a greater awareness of their
community and helps create stronger
relationships in the classroom for a
healthier and more supportive learning
environment.

Hart said the foundation funds
STEAM-based hands-on learning ini-
tiatives throughout the Rhinebeck
school district. 

“Our grant approval process seeks to
support activities that have broad inclu-
sion and give all students new learning
opportunities,” she said.
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Chancellor Livingston Elementary School students engineer the walls of their wigwam. SUBMITTED PHOTOS

From left, fourth-graders Frank
Lombardo, Jackson Morton, Quin
Gideon and Adrian Jensen work with
Ramapo Retreats Director Noel
Delgado to build the supporting walls
of their wigwam. 

Students take field trip to Camp Ramapo


